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Press Release L 0202000

Mayor Ellen Moyer agrees to a 50% Urban Tree Canopy in Annapolis by 2036

In January 2005 Mayor Elien Moyer and The Cay of Annapolis agréed 10 cooperate with The Maryland Department of
Natural Resources and participate n the Urban Tree Canopy (UTC) goal-satting process

City Staff worked with MD DNR, the US Forest Sewvice, and the University of Vermont's Spatial Analysie Lab 1o
astablish tha methods for UTC analysis, and develop timelines for goal-setting cormpletion

GIS data, Including high-resolution remote sensing data for trees and vegetation was combined with parcel infornr
from the Maryland Departmend of Planning to identify existing and possible UTC in Annapolis

The report found that the existing Urban Tree Canopy in Annagolis stands at 41%. That, according to MD DNR, ¢ Ma
that the City is doing very well. One city of similar size in Maryland only has 13% trae cover

The raport recommends that the city adopt & goal of 50% UTC to be reached by 2036. Achiaving this goal would
Annapolis a leader m Urban Tree Canopy amang US cities.

“I'm very excded about the State’s findings. Thes proves that our hard work in the field of arbaniculiure is paying ¢
Cy wall adopt the 50% Urban Tree Canopy goal. We pian on achweving this goal by increasing the UTC by 23%
adding this to 3 50% fotal land area Although, | truly believe we can surpass this goal, this will ba a great starti

point * U rba n l r
The City of Annapolis plans to partner with the State of Maryland to develop an implementation plan that include ee ‘

tand, and to design educational, outreach and mcentve programs to encourage private landowners 1o contribute

.
UTC ' n
Urban Tree Canopy 1 essential to the health of the Chesapeske Bay and ds tndutanes An UTC of 44 6 fransl An
stream health rating of "good” As the tree cover increases, the health of surounding waterways improves po,
Studies also show that urban trees play an smportant role i providing a hgher quality of life to wrban residents ¢

enhance local econormc development oppotundias

The complete Annapolis Urban Tree Canopy Report can be found on the city’s web site here 203 6

Ray Weaver

Public Information Officer
City of Amnapolis
4107263-1183
410/693-8391cell

In her June 19th Istter to Mike Gahin at the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Mayor Moyer said, agrees to a s 0%
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